Digitized by Sarayu: Rounder Treh Delhi and eGangotri 
Lp © o O 9 Ë 
y x] ~i ` Øl k 
Ð; EO KO Æ: Je 
jet ae OA © ALOA 
iÐ OS J @ TV" BBA 
G cae > Ð @ F 
X > fB 


a y 


The City Palace Museu Udaipur 


Under the aegis of 


Maharana of Mewar Charitable Foundation 


Ganesh Deodhi 


An ornate idol of Lord Ganesh blesses the entrance to 
Rai Angan. The idol, sculpted from marble, is placed 
in a niche with fine marble and glass inlay work 
around it. Rana Karan Singh ji built the Deodhi in 
1620; The Ganesh Chowk, opposite the Deodhi, is a 
í public space, where visitors pause before entering the 
É central ceremonial chowk, Rai Angan. Maharana 
Bhupal Singh ji (A.D. 1930-55) added to the 
ornamentation of the entire Ganesh Deodhi. 


It's the most important courtyard of The Mardana Mahal; the ceremonial 
chowk where the Maharanas were anointed as Rulers of Mewar before the 
Nauchowki Mahal and the Dhuni (smoke pit) of Goswami Prem Giri ji 
Maharaj. By 1559, Rana Udai Singh ji II had witnessed the building of Rai 
Angan and the Nauchowki Mahal, the oldest structure within the entire 
City Palace complex. On the western side of Rai Angan is the entrance to 
the Chandra Mahal above the Nauchowki Mahal, on the eastern side is the 
Nikka-ki-Choupad. This entire courtyard is part of the original sixteenth 
century construction during Rana Udai Singh ji I's reign. 


Haldighati Kaksh 


A chamber of the Nikka-ki- 
Choupad is dedicated to the 
memory of Rana Pratap 
(A.D. 1572-97), the most 
famous warrior-King of 
Mewar. There are paintings, 


murals depicting the 
Haldighati battle between 
Rana Pratap and the Mughal 
Emperor Akbar's armies. 

Rana Pratap's armour, life-size 
statues of Chetak, his brave horse are some of the displays at this Gallery. 
Along the walls of Nikka-ki-Choupad are framed original documents 
announcing the formation of the Maharana of Mewar Charitable 
Foundation in 1969 by Maharana Bhagwat Singh ji (A.D. 1955-84). 


Lakhu Gokhda 


A narrow staircase from the Nauchowki Mahal side leads up to a small 
chowk: there is Lakhu Gokhda on one side and Chandra Mahal, on the 
other. Chandra Mahal is located directly above Nauchowki Mahal and was 
built during Rana Karan Singh ji's reign. It has a ‘Gokhda’ overlooking Rai 
Angan; a jharoka with carved jaalis and a panoramic view of Lake Pichola. 
Rana Sangram Singh ji II (A.D. 1710-34) added the ‘Lakhu Kund! in the 
Chandra Mahal; the kund or small pool could hold up to 100,000 (or a lakh 
hence ‘Lakhu') silver coins that would be distributed among the populace on 
important events. Lakhu Gokhda was also built during his reign; a royal 
throne befitting a Maharana. Kacheri Mahal is directly above the Chandra 
Mahal, an even more private royal palace built by Rana Sangram Singh ji II. 
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A circuitous passage from Chandra Mahal leads to Baadi Mahal or Garden 
Palace. Built during the reign of Rana Amar Singh ji II (A.D. 1698-1710) 
it is also known as Shiv Prasanna Amar Vilas. It's the highest point of The 
City Palace Complex, a garden courtyard with verandahs on three sides; the 
flowering trees and shrubs are on the natural hill. The Maharana's window 
overlooks Tripoliya and the entire city of Udaipur. Baadi Mahal has often 
been compared to legendary ‘Hanging Gardens’. 


Dilkhushal Mahal 
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= It houses the ‘picture gallery’ with 


| some of the finest and rarest paintings 
| of the Mewar School that flourished 


between sixteenth to twentieth 


centuries. Dilkhushal Mahal was built 
during the reign of Rana Karan Singh 


? ~] ji and is directly above the Nikka ki 
br E - Choupad with the Haldighati Kaksh. 
(Below the Nikka ki Choupad is Silehkhana, the armoury hall. These three 
structures complete the eastern wing of the Rai Angan.) The Dilkhushal 
Mahal has extensive red and green windows that filter the natural light. The 
last Maharana to use these rooms as his private residence was Maharana 
Fateh Singh ji (A.D. 1884-1930). His is the 2nd longest ruling period after 
Maharana Bhim Singh ji who ruled for 50 yers mmm —Ó ` 


Kanch ki Burj. 


Kanch ki Burj is a breathtaking chamber with its walls, dome and ceiling 
decorated profusely with red and golden glass-mirror work. Rana Karan 
Singh ji originally built it. Both Rana Sangram Singh ji II (A.D. 1710-34) 
and Maharana Shambhu Singh ji (A.D. 1861-74) added the awesome 
ornamentation. Chitram ki Burj is che chamber with elaborately painted 


murals. The murals depict important court scenes and battles; to prevent 
damage the murals have been covered with glass. Maharana Bhim Singh ji, 
the longest serving ruler is believed to have commissioned artists to paint 
these murals between the Kanch ki Burj and Chitram ki Burj is the Chini 
Gokhda or the terrace-window with blue China tiles. Chini Gokhda offers 
a spectacular view of The Manek Chowk below and the city of Udaipur 
beyond. This ornate gokhda was built during the reign of Rana Sangram 
Singh ji II, a period of prosperity and peace in Mewar. 


Badi Chatrashali 


From the Chitram ki Burj is the entrance to ba 
another spectacular courtyard called Badi gia 
Chatrashali Chowk. Like Rai Angan and 

Baadi Mahal, this courtyard isan important | 
landmark of The City Palace Museum. It has ¢ 


impressive pavilions, small chambers with 


paintings and murals, and panoramic views 
of Lake Pichola and its island palaces 
through the windows. Rana Sangram Singh 
jill is credited with the construction of Badi 
Chatrashali Chowk. Vani Vilas is one of the 
small chambers in this Chowk. It is said that 
when Kaviraj Shyamaldas was writing the 
epic ‘Veer Vinod! in the 1880s, he had made Vani Vilas his study. "Veer 


The Mahal has intricate glass work; irj ee e of how palaces were 
built at different times by different Ke atl REP abc BofiaingWesState MUsaum, blaga tano KUFRA the world’s oldest serving dynasty: 
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Moti Mahal 


Moti Mahal, the private residential palace of Rana Karan Singh ji is ornate 
and decorated with mirrors and tiles. Maharana Jawan Singh ji (A.D. 1828- 
38) added to the ornamentation almost two hundred years later. 


Bhim Vilas was the private chamber of Maharana Bhim Singh ji. This 
chamber is relatively less ornate but still as spectacularly decorated in royal 
blues. This palatial residential chamber was the favourite palace of 
Maharana Swarup Singh ji. 


Pitam Niwas built for Rana Jagat Singh ji II (A.D. 1734-51), is yet another 
serenely beautiful royal chamber. Maharana Bhupal Singh ji (A.D. 1930- 
55) also preferred these chambers. 


Surya Gokhda 


It's the emblem of Surya or the Sun God whose worthy descendants are the 
Maharanas of Mewar. Surya Gokhda can be seen from The Manek Chowk, 
in line with the Toran Pol. It's the most famous Surya emblem, 


personifying the Suryavanshi Rajputs. 


Surya Choupad is the room below Pitam Niwas with the equally famous 
Surya emblem which is gold plated with gems and mirror-inlay. Maharana 
Bhupal Singh ji is credited with the creation of this glorious image of Surya 
that have become a part of the rich heritage of Mewar. 


The Mor Chowk 


From the Surya Choupad into The Mor Chowk is an entry into an royal 
courtyard that is probably unparalleled in India. The Mor Chowk (Peacock 
Courtyard), built during the reign of Maharana Sajjan Singh ji, witnessed 
many formal durbars, The richly decorated balcony with delicate glass-inlay 
work, three imposing peacocks created with blue glass and mirrors, and the 
ornate pillars make this Chowk a unique landmark. Long before 
independent India could make ‘peacock’ the national bird, Mewar paid its 
homage to this dazzling Indian bird. 


The Zenana Mahal 


An integral part of The City Palace Museum, The Zenana Mahal (Palace for 
the Royal Ladies) is built around the Lakshmi Chowk, with a spectacular 
Choumukha pavilion dominating the courtyard. Like The Mardana Mahal, 
The Zenana Mahal too has been continuously developed since the 1600s. 
The colonnaded verandahs of The Zenana Mahal have displays of royal 
palkis (palanquins), buggies and interesting articles of daily use by the royal 
ladies. The first floor, on the western wing, houses another ‘picture gallery’ 
of paintings of the Mewar School. There is a galler: dedicated to Shriji 
Arvind Singh ji Mewar, the 76th akslar! OF Ru 
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Photography Exhibition at Bhagwat Prakash 
Gallery: The Pictorial Archives of the Maharanas 
of Mewar are comprised of photographic 
materials ranging from glass-plate negatives, card 
photographs, photomontages, and painted 
photographs. The collection also includes cameras 
and other photographic equipment from this 


{PY 


period. 


The southern wing of The Zenana Mahal houses 
two permanent exhibitions set up in April 2000: 
"Eternal Mewar Gallery’ and 'The Story of Creation’. 


' Eternal Mewar Gallery’ narrates the sequence of restoration work 
undertaken with the objective to keep alive the heritage of Mewar and 
make it relevant and meaningful to modern times. 


"The Story of Creation’ traces the genealogical history of the House of 
Mewar, who are Kings of the Sun Dynasty, descendants of King Raghu 
(from metrick kul). 


The Mewar Sound and Light Show 


The added attraction in the evening is to see “The Legacy of Honour’, The 


~~ Mewar Sound and Light Show in The Manek Chowk. 1500 years of 


history has been compressed into 57 minutes of the show and it is the only 


one in the Private sector in India. The timings are subject to change 


depending on the time of the year. 


MMCF Vision 
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of its core values 
such as service to 
society and 
mankind also 
serves as a 'temple 


of inspiration’ for 


R 
Š À 
X | future generations 
S | and continues the 
SË 
S3 model of 
ss saai 
& a | sustainability that 
, Re is ‘Eternal 
= S 
seum, Hazratganj. Lucknow SE | Mewar’. 
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The City Palace Museum comprises of The Mardana Mahal (Palace for the 
Royal Men) and The Zenana Mahal (Palace for the Royal Ladies). Twenty- 
three generations of the Maharanas of Mewar have lived here. Every 
Maharana has contributed to the growth and development of The City 
Palace Complex, which is a series of palaces, island-palaces and public spaces, 
seamlessly integrated together. In 1553 Rana Udai Singh ji II (A.D. 1537- 
72) laid the foundation stone of the City of Udaipur. Since then, Udaipur 
has been the capital-city of the former Royal State of Mewar. Chittorgarh 
was the capital of Mewar for 800 years before Udaipur was chosen as the 
new capital-city. Till date, Udaipur remains a ‘city of peace and happiness’, 
hailed as the ‘Venice of the East’, a romantic city built around the Lake 
Pichola, ringed by mountains. Construction of the palace started in 1559. 


Badi Pol, The Grand Gate: 


RY 


Ir is the grand gateway from the Ciry side through which all visitors enter 
The City Palace Complex. The Museum Ticket counter is just out-side this 
Gate. Rana Amar Singh ji I in 1616 built the Badi Pol; for centuries, it 
remained the royal gateway for ceremonial and official purposes to the 
palaces. Just inside the gateway a stone marks the spot where Rana Udai 
Singh ji II hunted a hare and then met a sage Goswami Prem Giri ji 
Maharaj who told him to build his palace on this ground. 


Ghadiyal and Nakar Khana ki Chatri’s 


During the reign of 
Rana Amar Singh ji 
| II (A.D. 1698- 

Í 1710). It was felt 

Å necessary to erect 
these two minaret 

í like watch towers 
on either side of the 
Badi Pol. Octagonal 
in shape open on all 
sides with 
stylistically cusped 


arches made of solid 
stone with ribbed / foliated dome topped with golden spires (Kalash). 
These two Chatri’s add to the beauty of the City Palace sky- line. 


Torans 


Along the eastern wall are eight Torans; each Toran marks the 'tula-daan’ or 
ceremonial weighing of the Maharana with gold, silver or grain on 
important events for distribution to the masses. Torans signify Manav 
Dharma of the House of Mewar. All the Torans are attributed to the reign 


Provides a spectacular entry into The Manek Chowk, the palace grounds in 
front of The Mardana Mahal. In 1711, Rana Sangram Singh ji IÍ built che 
Tripoliya, almost 110 years after the Badi Pol. It is in perfect symmetry 
with the earlier pol. After another 130 years, Hawa Mahal was built above 
the Tripoliya in the reign of Maharana Swarup Singh ji (A.D. 1842-61). Its 
a terrace with screens, jharokhas and jaalis with ornate carvings. 


The Manek Chowk 
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The palace grounds in front of The Mardana Mahal were built during the 
reign of Rana Karan Singh ji in 1620. Public meetings, ceremonial 
processions and festivals have been traditionally conducted at these palace 
grounds; now landscaped and dotted with shops and emporia for the 
visiting public. There are two platforms projecting from façade of The 
Mardana Mahal: Nagina-badi and Naharon ka Darikhana. Between these 
two platforms is the main entrance to The Mardana Mahal adorned with 


the Royal Crest of the House of Mewar. 


Coat of Arms of the House of Mewar. 


‘The Almighty protects those who stand 
steadfast in upholding righteousness’: the House 
of Mewar enshrines this value-loaded motto. 
The figure of a Bhil tribal and Rajput soldier is 
depicted on the crest, along with the rising sun. 
The House of Mewar is the world's oldest 
serving dynasty. The Maharanas of Mewar are 


Suryavanshi Sisodia Rajputs, descendants of 
Surya, the Sun God. The crest adorns the entrance to The Mardana Mahal. 


Silehkhana 


Å It's a vaulted hall where the palace 


armoury was traditionally housed, 
M and where those visiting the palace 

{ deposited their arms. It was the 
original Mardana Mahal, built during 
the reign of Rana Udai Singh jiu, 
when construction of the other 
mahals was underway in 1560s. Today 
Silehkhana displays the arms, 


ammunition and armoury used by the valorous army of Mewar, 


Panorama Gallery 


A new Panorama Gallery has been added in 2005 giving beautiful 
Panoramic picture of the Palace taken from different angles with the 


of Rana Jagat Singh ji I (A.D. 1628-52}C_0. In Public Domain. UP State NMislelnkr iHagratganj. Lucknow 
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The ornamented arch of a gateway is a Toran. It is a 
testimony to the successful completion of an act of Dan 
i.e. philanthropy performed by the Maharanas of 


6) > 


Mewar. 
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‘Dan’ means donation which is explained in great derail in 
a Soca OS ancient scriptures. ‘Dan’ is unconditional. It is given 


Ga è wa A gust gan sam emit to the deserving and those in need, from legitimately 
OR yaa A fad fra a Rea a AA ey 2 B y 


sa Á a fem ven æa wn wèm earned wealth, with no regrets and with no intention of 


achieving fame or expecting favours in retum 


The Maharanas of Mewar observed the tradition of ‘Dan’ after a successful completion of 
a pilgrimage or social welfare activities such as building of temples, public service 
institutions, environmental and ecological works. A special Toran was built to 
commemorate each of these events. 


The Maharana of Mewar Charitable Foundation was created by an act of Dan to ‘honour 
recognition of works of permanent value rendered to society’. Maharana of Mewar 
Charitable Foundation epitomizes the commitment to ‘pursuit of excellence’. It serves as = 
a ‘temple of inspiration’ for future generations and further continues the model of 
sustainability that is ‘Eternal Mewar’. 
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A Shiv- ling was placed on top of the Toran to invoke divine blessings 
The lighted lamp in the centre symbolizes removal of darkness. 


The English Translation of The Motto 

The glorious chariot of the Maharana of Mewar Charitable Foundation created by the 
Suryavanshis shall never come to a halt. Their eminence shall be preserved without 
interruption by future generations. 


City Palace Complex, Udaipur 


The descendents of Lord Rama who inherited their legacy from Lord Shiva is like the 
"Eternal Flame’ which will remain inextinguishable even in the severest tempest. 


( $ ) Maharana of Mewar Charitable Foundation 


The City Palace Complex, Udaipur 313001, Rajasthan, Indi 
Eternal Mewar T: +91 294 2419021-9 F: 2419020 “l 
mmcf@eternalmewar.in www.eternalmewar.in 
sine 734 AD Edition: III Year: 2009 
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Shriji Arvind Singh Mewar 
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The City Palace Museum, Udaipur 
Where the heritage of Mewar awaits you... 


The City Palace Museum, Udaipur 
is run by Maharana of Mewar Charitable Foundation 
established by 
HH Maharana Bhagwat Singh ji Mewar of Udaipur 
in 1969 by donating The Mardana and The Zenana Mahals 
to the Maharana of Mewar Charitable Foundation. 
Shriji Arvind Singh ji Mewar of Udaipur 
is the present Chairman and Managing Trustee of 
the Maharana of Mewar Charitable Foundation. k 
C-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Luckno 


